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THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 179    "Welcome, happy morning!" 

1. "Welcome, happy morning!" age to age shall say: 

hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today! 

Lo! the dead is living, God for evermore! 

Him their true Creator, all his works adore! 

 

Refrain: 

"Welcome, happy morning!" age to age shall say. 

 

2. Earth her joy confesses, clothing her for spring, 

all fresh gifts returned with her returning King: 

bloom in every meadow, leaves on every bough, 

speak his sorrow ended, hail his triumph now. [Refrain] 

 

3. Months in due succession, days of lengthening light, 

hours and passing moments praise thee in their flight. 

Brightness of the morning, sky and fields and sea, 

vanquisher of darkness, bring their praise to thee. [Refrain] 

 

4. Maker and Redeemer, life and health of all, 

thou from heaven beholding human nature's fall, 

of the Father's Godhead true and only Son, 

mankind to deliver, manhood didst put on. [Refrain] 

 

5. Thou, of life the author, death didst undergo, 

tread the path of darkness, saving strength to show; 

come then, true and faithful, now fulfill thy word, 

'tis thine own third morning! rise, O buried Lord! [Refrain] 

 

6. Loose the souls long prisoned, bound with Satan's chain; 

all that now is fallen raise to life again; 

show thy face in brightness, bid the nations see; 

bring again our daylight: day returns with thee! [Refrain] 

 



3 

 

Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People        The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.        

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires  

known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the  

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily  

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Gloria   S280 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people  
   

   The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant 

that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection,  

may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Jeremiah 31:1-6 

At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the 

families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 

Thus says the LORD: 

The people who survived the sword 

found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 

the LORD appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall take your tambourines, 

and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 

Again you shall plant vineyards 

on the mountains of Samaria; 
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the planters shall plant, 

and shall enjoy the fruit. 

For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 

in the hill country of Ephraim: 

“Come, let us go up to Zion, 

to the LORD our God.” 

 

             The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24  

1 Give thanks to God, who is good; * 

God’s mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 

"God’s mercy endures for ever." 

14 God is my strength and my song, * 

and has become my salvation. 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 

in the tents of the righteous: 

16 "The right hand of the Most High has triumphed! * 

the right hand of the Most High is exalted! 

the right hand of the Most High has triumphed!" 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 

and declare the works of God. 

18 God has punished me sorely, * 

but did not hand me over to death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

I will enter them; 

I will offer thanks to God. 

20 "This is the gate of the Holy One; * 

those who are righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

and have become my salvation. 
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22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 

has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is God’s doing, * 

and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 On this day God has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Colossians 3:1-4 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who 

is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 

glory. 

 

               The Word of the Lord. 

People    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Hymn 208   Alleluia! The strife is o'er 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

1. The strife is o'er, the battle done, 

the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. 

Alleluia! 

2. The powers of death have done their worst, 

but Christ their legions hath dispersed: 

let shout of holy joy outburst. 

Alleluia! 

3. The three sad days are quickly sped, 

he rises glorious from the dead: 
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all glory to our risen Head! 

Alleluia! 

4. He closed the yawning gates of hell, 

the bars from heaven's high portals fell; 

let hymns of praise his triumphs tell! 

Alleluia! 

5. Lord! by the stripes which wounded thee, 

from death's dread sting thy servants free, 

that we may live and sing to thee. 

Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

John 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set 

out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but 

the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 

down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 

not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into 

the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth 

that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings 

but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who 

reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for 
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as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 

over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 

where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 

other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and 

I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 

know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 

gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 

me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said 

to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, Rabbouni!” 

(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 

because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 

brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told 

them that he had said these things to her. 

 

              The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

 

The Sermon             The Reverend Kimberly M. Karashin 

 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

The Celebrant addresses the people, all standing 

 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with 

Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness 

of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance 
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is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, 

by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and 

promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew 

your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People I do. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

       creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the Virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed 

upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Form IV 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be 

united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your 

glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of 

justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the 

common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we 

may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your 

honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that 

we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give 

them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of 

your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for 

them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your 

saints in your eternal kingdom. 
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Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer for Guidance during our Discernment Process 

Gracious and loving God, you teach us that things happen in your 

time. As we continue to wait for clergy candidates, encourage us, 

the people of St. Francis in the Fields and St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Churches, to grow steadfastly in our ministries to love and serve 

our neighbors by sharing the Good News in Jesus Christ.  

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we open our hearts and minds to new 

opportunities and ideas, following where you lead — knowing that 

Jesus Christ walks with us each step of the way.  As this 

discernment period evolves, empower the members of our Vestries 

and Discernment Committees to share their thoughts openly and 

honestly; to respect the opinions of others; and to encourage 

humility, patience, and joy.  Finally, instill in us a glorious vision 

of the future: one where we are united in love and ministry in 

fulfilling the mission of our baptismal vows; through our savior 

Jesus Christ.    Amen.  

  

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give  

to you; my own peace I leave with you:" Regard not our  

sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace  

and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and  

the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God.   Ephesians 5:2 

Anthem                                           Choir and Organist 

 

Celebrant   All things come from you, O God,  

People       And of your own have we given you. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant says 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection 

of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, 

who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. 

By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again 

he has won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  S128 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 

yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 

evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 

Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 

and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 

peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with 

him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Fraction Anthem    S167 

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 

The bread which we break, alleluia, 

Is the communion of the body of Christ. 

One body are we, alleluia, 

for though many we share one bread. 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Communion Hymn  

305   Come, risen Lord and deign to be our guest 

1 Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest; 

nay, let us be thy guests; the feast is thine; 

thyself at thine own board make manifest 

in thy own Sacrament of Bread and Wine. 

2 We meet as in the upper room they met; 

thou at the table, blessing, yet dost stand: 

'This is my body': so thou givest yet: 

faith still receives the cup as from thy hand. 

3 One body we, one Body who partake, 

one Church united in communion blest; 

one Name we bear, one Bread of Life we break, 

with all thy saints on earth and saints at rest. 

4 One with each other, Lord, for one in thee, 

who art one Savior and one living Head; 

then open thou our eyes, that we may see; 

be known to us in breaking of the Bread. 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his 

children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon 

you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin 

into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with 

Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and 

lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal 

inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn 207   Jesus Christ is risen today 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 
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praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

 

Dismissal 

Alleluia. Alleluia.  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

 

 
 

 

Liturgy from The Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from The Hymnal 1982 

Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

“Prayer for Guidance during our Discernment Process” adapted 

from “Rector Search Committee Prayer,” Christ Church, 

Winnetka, IL 

 

 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following: 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and 

thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all 

things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in 

the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my 

heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, 

and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you 

in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

 
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Remember Today In Your Prayers: 

Courtney Kelly, Catherine McCloskey, John Rogers, Cynthia Frank, 

Cindy Leap, Jerry & Jane Strittmatter, Carol Adams, Susan Kelly & 

Mike Teore, Maryann Marchl, the family of Rick McKinley, David 

Wertz & Rebecca Church,  Randy Maurer. 

  

Continue to Remember In Your  Personal Prayers:  

Donovan Pendell, Louise Mead, Cynthia Greig, Bill & Doris Horner, 

Bonnie Murray, Vince & Irene Joyce, Richard Burkert, Regina Hoover, 

Shawn & Tyler McKinley, Marlene Rhin, Lou Hoffer. 

 
Readers and Greeters    April  2026 

If you are unable to read on the day you are scheduled, please find a 

substitute or let Lisa or Colleen  know so a sub can be found in a timely 

manner. Thank you.         

                                 Sunday Readers 

 April 5th                   Donovan Pendell & Pam Hysong 

     April 12th                 Collen Curry & Tina Grata 

     April 19th                 Doug Zawiskie  & Donna Carosi 

     April 26th                 Joann Lacko & Lisa Bell-Loncella         

 

   Sunday Greeters & Ushers   

     April 5th                   Melissa Babalonis & Aiden Barlow 

     April 12th                 Sam & Heidi Buchan 

     April 19th                 Jane & Gerry Strittmatter 

     April 26th                 Amy  & Penn Whitlow 

 

   

Sunday:     Easter Sunday 

Sunday April 5th     10:00 am  Holy Eucharist 

Thursday April 9th  Pet Pantry  

 

Next Sunday: The second Sunday of Easter 

Sunday April 12th   10:00 am Morning Prayer I 
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Diocesan Cycle of Prayer  

 

Retired Clergy, including the Rev. Canon Dr. Theodore Babcock, 

the Rev. Dr. Christopher Barker, the Rev. Dr. Kamila Blessing, the 

Rev. Canon Catherine Brall and the Rev. Anne Bump 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

In Honor and Thanksgiving 

For our Living Members of St. Mark’s 

& 

In Loving Memory of our Deceased 

Members of St. Mark’s 

 

Birthdays 

Cindy Leap, April 5th  

Alana & Lauren Kelly, April 10th  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Acts 2:14a,22-32 

Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

 

If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s, please go to the 

“Donate” page of our website  

( https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and 

-its-ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute and make 

your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge payments also can be 

made online through the “Donate” page. 
 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service 


