THE WORD OF GOD

Hymn 56 O come, O come Emmanuel (v 1-4)

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church shall come to you, O Israel.

2 O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
The FOU rth Sunday Of Advent who orderest all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show

and teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

Decem ber 181 2022 1000 a.m. 3 O come, O come, thou Lord of might,

who to thy tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty, and awe. Refrain

Holy Eucharist Rite 11 4 O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree,

free them from Satan’s tyranny
that trust thy mighty power to save,
and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily
visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may
find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A Reading from Isaiah 7:10-16

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the
Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.
But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord

to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David!
Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my
God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are
in dread will be deserted.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80: 1-7, 16-18  Qui regis Israel

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

4 O God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.



6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

16 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, *
those whom you have made so strong for yourself.

17And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.

18Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

A Reading from Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set
apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand
through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel
concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience
of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,
including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn 265 The angel Gabriel from heaven came

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;

"All hail,” said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

2. "For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
all generations laud and honor thee,

thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said,

"my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name."
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!

4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say—
"Most highly favored lady,"” Gloria!

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but
before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned
to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through



the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is
with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had
no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he
named him Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Nancy L. Threadgill
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

FormV

Deacon or other leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy.”
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth
and love, and be found without fault at the day of your
coming, we pray to you, O Lord.

Here and after every petition the People respond

Lord, have mercy.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Ketlen, our own
Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the
holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ,

that our divisions may cease, and that all may be one as
you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.



Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may
preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost
their faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and
forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray
to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those in positions of public trust especially Joe, our
President, and Tom, our Governor, that they may serve
justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every
person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who live and work in this community, we pray
to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use

of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from
poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer;
For refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that

they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation for those who are present, and for
those who are absent, that we may be delivered from
hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we
do, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all
whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for
our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from
anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to
you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For , We pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church,
and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with

all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there
is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.



Lord, have mercy.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary,
blessed Saint Thomas and all the saints, let us commend

ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.

To you, O Lord our God.
Silence

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and
for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who
is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8,9

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the
name of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23, 24

Anthem Choir and Organist

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer D



The people remain standing. The Celebrant
faces them and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you
thanks; for you alone are God, living and true,
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and
for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made

All things and fill them with your blessing; you created
them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence,
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim
you, and glorify your Name, as we say,

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty
works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your
own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you,
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find
you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you,
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of
time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news
of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To
fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising
from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole
creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own
first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in

the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his
heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead,



proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you,

from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup,
we praise you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy
Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying
them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood
of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one
body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise
of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic
Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

Remember Nancy and all who minister in your Church.
Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.
Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and
those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into

the place of eternal joy and light.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed
Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs,

and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past.

We praise you in union with them and give you glory through

your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the

Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our
Savior Christ has
taught us,

we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

As our Savior Christ
has taught us,
we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily

bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following instruction.



The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this
time please pray the following with us:

My Jesus, | believe that you are truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. | desire to offer you praise
and thanksgiving as | proclaim your resurrection. | love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since | cannot
receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with
your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from
you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the
life to come. Amen.

Hymn 66 Come thou long-expected Jesus

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

2 Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art:

dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.

3 Born thy people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king,

born to reign in us for ever,

now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4 By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all-sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

Hymn 72 Hark! the glad sound!

1 Hark the glad sound! the Savior comes,
the Savior promised long;

let every heart prepare a throne

and every voice a song.

2 He comes, the prisoners to release,
in Satan’s bondage held;

the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.



3 He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,

and with the treasures of his grace,

to enrich the humble poor.

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,

and heaven’s eternal arches ring,
with thy beloved Name.

Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

From Book of Common Prayer 1979
Hymns from Hymnal 1982

If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s, please
go to the “Donate” page of our website
( https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and

-its-ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute
and make your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge
payments also can be made online through the “Donate” page.

Greening of the Church

We will be greening the church following this service.
Join us as we prepare the church for the Nativity of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Blue Christmas In-person and via Zoom Wednesday
December 21 6:00PM

“Blue Christmas” is quiet meditative service especially
for those for whom the Christmas season is a profoundly
sad and lonely time, a reminder of loss and brokenness.
Lighting of candles offers opportunity for remembrance,
reflection, prayer and spiritual healing. One can grieve
knowing they are not alone and be comforted and
strengthened by the love of Christ and those present.
Come for yourself, for someone you love or for those
who suffer around the world. All are welcome.

Christmas Eve Service In-person and via Zoom
Join us on Saturday December 24 at 6:00 PM for our traditional
Christmas Eve service. All are welcome.

Christmas Day Service In-person and via Zoom
Join us next Sunday Christmas Day December 25 for Holy
Eucharist Rite 1. All are welcome.
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Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Church of the Nativity, Crafton, and the Rev. Shawn Malarkey

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God

In Loving Memory of
Jim’s Mother
Mary Hovanec Loncella
From Jim Loncella & Lisa Bell-Loncella

In Loving Memory of
Evelyn, Howard, & James Roberts
Perpetual Flowers

Next Week’s Readings

Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:(1-7),8-20

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through
transformational worship and service.



