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THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 76                                      On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings. 

 

2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 

make straight the way for God within; 

and let each heart prepare a home 

where such a mighty guest may come. 

 

3. For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward: 

without thy grace, we waste away, 

like flowers that wither and decay. 

 

4. To heal the sick, stretch out thine hand, 

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine forth and let thy light restore 

earth's own true loveliness once more. 

 

 

 

5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 

whose advent doth thy people free, 

whom, with the Father, we adore, 

and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen 

The Gloria 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 



    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

      The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 

proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy 

Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the 

covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; 

who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 

was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 

wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let 

there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was 

good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the first day.  

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

 

Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to God, you heavenly beings, * 

ascribe to God glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe due honor to God’s holy Name; * 

worship the Most High in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of God is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders; * 

God is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of God is a powerful voice; * 

the voice of God is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of God breaks the cedar trees; * 

God breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  

6 God makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of God splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of God shakes the wilderness; * 

God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of God makes the oak trees writhe * 

and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the Holy One * 

all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 God sits enthroned above the flood; * 

the Lord sits enthroned as Sovereign for evermore. 

11 God shall give strength to the people; * 

God shall give the people the blessing of peace. 

 



Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions 

and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They 

replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then 

he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 

John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come 

after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the 

Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 

prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.  

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn 121                           Christ when for us you were baptized 

 

Christ, when for us you were baptized  

God’s Spirit on you came,  

As peaceful as a dove, and yet  

As urgent as a flame.  

 

God called you his belovèd Son,  

Called you his Servant true;  

Sent you his kingdom to proclaim,  

His holy will to do.  

 

Straightway and steadfast until death  

You then obeyed his call,  

Freely as Son of Man to serve,  

And give your life for all.  

 

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord,  

Your cross on us be signed,  

That likewise in God’s service we  

May perfect freedom find. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according  

to Mark.. 

  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
   

Mark 1:4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, 

he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 

him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.”  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                   The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

 Last Wednesday was the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6th.  

On that day the Christian church celebrates the arrival of the Magi to 

see Jesus, the son of God. We acknowledge during the Season after the 

Epiphany that Jesus came to bring light into this world not just for the 

Hebrew people but for everyone, including you and me.  He came to 

show us how to live our lives in response to God’s love for us – to love 

God and love our neighbor no matter who that may be. (If you live in 

southern Louisiana or in the Mobile, AL area The Feast of the 



Epiphany it is also the beginning of the Mardi Gras season which goes 

until the day before Ash Wednesday.)   

 Today, just four days later, we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus 

in the Jordan River by John the Baptist.  Since this is the year that 

most of our Gospel readings come from the Gospel of Mark, the story 

we heard today is very short and to the point which is a hallmark of 

Mark’s story. His first verse reads “The beginning of the good news[a] 

of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”  He then immediately goes to the 

story of John the Baptist and Jesus’ baptism.  There is no birth story 

and no acknowledgement of Jesus’ life up to that point. This is where 

Mark understood that Jesus’ ministry and life of service to God began. 

 Immediately after this sermon, we will renew our Baptismal 

vows.  We will remember the day we became members of the Body of 

Christ and began our stories of good news as well.  Some of us were 

infants, some of us were young people, some of us may have been up 

in years when it happened but on our Baptismal Day we started our 

eternal ministry just as Jesus began his on his Baptismal Day.  

 For Jesus, it was a day of wonder.  According to Mark: “And 

just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” “  It was also a day of wonder for all of us.  We may not 

remember it and the heavens probably were not torn apart, but God 

had the same words of each of us  “You are beloved, with you I am 

well pleased.” 

 Today as we renew our Baptismal vows, let us remember that 

we are living the Baptismal life every day.  We are doing ministry 

every day.  We are in relationship with God and Christ every day.  We 

are members of the Body of Christ and as such are children of God and 

heirs with Christ.  We have been called to ministry in Christ’s name.  

Amen. 

 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

 

Celebrant 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and  

renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?  

People I do. 

    

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

     creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the Virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

    

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. 

    

Celebrant 

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the  

prayers?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24214a


People I will, with God's help. 

    

Celebrant 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever  

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Celebrant 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good  

News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Celebrant 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving  

your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  

and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God's help. 

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 

bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 

life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Form III 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 

humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 

of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your 

Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop for 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who 

will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one 

with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our 

earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 

fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be 

surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We 

ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our 



intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives 

and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of  

praise, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his Name. 

But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,  

for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.   Hebrews 13:14, 15 

 

Hymn   Levas 141                                 Shall we gather at the river 

 

1 Shall we gather at the river, 

Where bright angel feet have trod; 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God? 

Refrain: 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

The beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river 

That flows by the throne of God. 

2 On the margin of the river, 

Washing up its silver spray, 

We will walk and worship ever, 

All the happy golden day. [Refrain] 

3 Ere we reach the shining river, 

Lay we ev'ry burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, 

And provide a robe and crown. [Refrain] 

4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, 

Soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace. [Refrain] 



Eucharistic Prayer B 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God  thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for  

us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made  

perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so  

that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and  

receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 

which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 

of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 

O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 

bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

 



put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 

that heavenly country where, with [                          and] all your 

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable or unwilling to receive the physical Communion at 

this time please pray the following with me: 

 

              My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as 

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for 

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

Communion Hymn 370  (v1-2, - 6-7)        I bind unto myself today 

1 I bind unto myself today 

the strong name of the Trinity 

by invocation of the same, 

the Three in One and One in Three. 

2 I bind this day to me forever, 

by power of faith, Christ’s incarnation, 

his baptism in the Jordan river, 

his death on cross for my salvation, 

his bursting from the spiced tomb, 

his riding up the heavenly way, 

his coming at the day of doom, 

I bind unto myself today. 



6 Christ be with me, Christ within me,  

Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me. 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

7 I bind unto myself the name, 

the strong name of the Trinity 

by invocation of the same, 

the Three in One and One in Three, 

of whom all nature has creation, 

eternal Father, Spirit, Word. 

Praise to the Lord of my salvation; 

salvation is of Christ the Lord! 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and  minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with 

you now and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 616                                              Hail to the Lord’s anointed 

1. Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 

great David's greater Son! 

Hail in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

2. He comes with succor speedy 

to those who suffer wrong; 

to help the poor and needy, 

and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, 

their darkness turn to light, 

whose souls, condemned and dying, 

were precious in his sight. 

3. He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth; 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth. 

Before him on the mountains, 

shall peace, the herald, go, 

and righteousness, in fountains, 

from hill to valley flow. 

Kings shall fall down before him 

And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 

His praise all people sing; 

To Him shall prayer unceasing 

And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

A kingdom without end. 

 



5. O’er every foe victorious 

 

He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

All-blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

 His covenant remove; 

 His Name shall stand forever, 

 His changeless Name of Love. 

 

 

  
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Psalm from the Saint Helena Breviary 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982 

                     Lift Every Voice and Sing II  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer  

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Brentwood,  

and the 

 Rev. Canon Dr. Jay Geiser 

 

 

Altar Candles Given to the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory of 

Ed Stavas 

From Wife Martha 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory of 

Frances Haddock 

14th Anniversary 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

In Loving memory of 

Benjamin & Viola Hastings & Vesta Lobb 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 
                                                   

 
 
 

 Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through transformational  
worship and service. 

 

 



 


