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Hymn 690 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah

1. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land.

| am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven,

Feed me now and evermore;

Bread of heaven,

Feed me now and evermore.

2. Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing waters flow;

Let the fire and cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliverer,

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.
Strong Deliverer,

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

3. When | tread the verge of Jordan,

Bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell's destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan's side.

Songs of praises, | will ever give to Thee;
Songs of praises, | will ever give to Thee.

O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me,
and bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling.
Psalm 43:3

Confession of Sin

The Officiant says to the people

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of
Almighty God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the



great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth

his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are

necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may
prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us be silent,
and with penitent and obedient heartsconfess our sins, that we may
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together

Almighty and most merciful Father,

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,

we have followed too much the devices and desires of our
own hearts,

we have offended against thy holy laws,

we have left undone those things which we ought to
have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to
have done.

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,

spare thou those who confess their faults,

restore thou those who are penitent,

according to thy promises declared unto mankind

in Christ Jesus our Lord;

and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,

to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Officiant says
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and

remission of all our sins, true repentance, amendment of
life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.

People  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Alleluia

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: O come, let us
adore him.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, *
and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his, and he made it, *
and his hands prepared the dry land.

O come, let us worship and fall down, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is the Lord our God, *
and we are the people of his pasture
and the sheep of his hand.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth stand in awe of him.

For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, *
and with righteousness to judge the world
and the peoples with his truth.



Psalm 25:1-8

1 To you, O God, I lift up my soul;
my God, | put my trust in you; *

let me not be humiliated,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O God, *
and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O God, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O God.

7 Gracious and upright are you; *
therefore you teach sinners in your way.

8 You guide the humble in doing right *
and teach your way to the lowly.

Glory to God, Source of all being, Incarnate Word, and

Holy Spirit,*
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, Amen.

Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour

grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the
Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the
child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die.
Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.
Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet
the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to
your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
God. Turn, then, and live.

The Word of the Lord
People  Thanks be to God

6 GlorybetoGod Gloria in Excelsis

Glory be to God on high,
and on earth peace, good will towards men.

We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee,
we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.



O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy,
thou only art the Lord,
thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Philippians 2:1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form,
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even
death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord
People  Thanks be to God
Hymn 439 What wondrous love is this
1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss

to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
to lay aside his crown for my soul.

2. To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing.

To God and to the Lamb, who is the great | AM,
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
while millions join the theme, 1 will sing!

3. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be,
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,

and through eternity I'll sing on!

Matthew 21:23-32

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then | will also tell you by what authority 1 do these things.
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?”” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,
he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say,
‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.

b



“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the
second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not
go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

The Word of the Lord
People  Thanks be to God
Sermon The Rev. Nancy L Threadgill
Sometimes when | am preparing a sermon, | wonder what
gives me the right to stand here and preach God’s word to you. What
makes me think that | even have a ghost of a chance of reaching any of
you with what | have to say? One would think that with studying at
seminary for three years, being ordained a deacon and then a priest, |
would feel confident in my abilities. Sometimes | have all the
confidence in the world. Other times I don’t. What is the difference?
Sometimes it is in how | approach the task. Sometimes it is just what
has been happening in the world, in the life of the church or just in my
personal life that affects how | approach writing and giving a sermon.
Sometimes it is whether I can feel God’s presence with me, guiding
my words and intonation as | write and/or speak. Most of the time |
have no idea how what | say and do are going to be received. But God

knows and sometimes I know it too, and sometimes, I don’t. But that
is OK.

In our Gospel today, Jesus is questioned by the chief priests
and elders about who or what has given him the authority to heal and
teach the way he does. He could have answered the question outright
by saying that God has given him the authority but his questioners
would not have believed him. He answered with a question of his own
which they couldn’t answer because there would have been problems
with either answer that they did not want to deal with. Jesus knew this

when he asked the question. 1 think what he really wanted them to do
is look at his actions and listen to his words and learn from them. He
wanted them to copy what he was doing and living by what he said
rather than continue to ask about authority.

This is what St. Paul says in his letter to the Philippians. “If
then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love,
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” In the
time of Jesus and yes, also in our own time, this is what is expected of
me and of you. We are called to show love, compassion and
sympathy. We are called to regard others as better than ourselves..
We are called to look not at our own interests but to the interests of
others.

As you all well know, this is what I preach and, with God’s
help, this is how I live my life — to love God above all else and to love
my neighbor as Jesus loves me. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost,



the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages B

O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage;
Govern them and lift them up for ever.

Day by day we magnify thee;

And we worship thy name for ever, world without end.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin;
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O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us;

As our trust is in thee.

O Lord, in thee have I trusted;

Let me never be confounded.
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The Collect of the Day

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy
and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain
your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of
the glorious resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this
day such blessing through our worship of thee, that the days
to come may be spent in thy favor; through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Grace

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God,
who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day:
Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that
this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of
danger; but that we, being ordered by thy governance, may
do always what is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love
on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of thy saving embrace: So clothe us in thy
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know thee to the knowledge and love of
thee; for the honor of thy Name. Amen.



For those in the Armed Forces of our Country

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home
and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant
them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all men.

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for thine inestimable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;

and that we show forth thy praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to thy service,

and by walking before thee

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one
accord to make our common supplication unto thee; and
hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two
or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions
of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 394 Lord dismiss us with thy blessing

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing;
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each Thy love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.

O refresh us, O refresh us,
Traveling through this wilderness.

Thanks we give and adoration
For Thy Gospel’s joyful sound;
May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful,

To the truth may we be found.

So that when Thy love shall call us,
Savior, from the world away,

Let no fear of death appall us,

Glad Thy summons to obey.

May we ever, may we ever,

Reign with Thee in endless day.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.  Ephesians 3:20,21



