Day of Pentecost
(Whitsunday)

May 31, 2020

Hymn 225 Hail thee, festival day!

Refrain:

Hail thee, festival day!

Blest day that art hallowed forever;
day when the Holy Ghost

shone in the world with God’s grace.

Lo! in the likeness of fire,

on those that await his appearing,
he whom the Lord foretold,
suddenly, swiftly, descends.
Refrain

Forth from the Father he comes
with sevenfold mystical offering,
pouring on all human souls
infinite riches of God.

Refrain

Hark! For in myriad tongues
Christ's own, his chosen Apostles,
preach to the ends of the earth
Christ and his wonderful works.
Refrain

Praise to the Spirit of life,

all praise to the Fount of our being,
light that dost lighten all,

life that in all dost abide.

Refrain

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!



The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Lord, open our lips.

People

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Alleluia!

Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the earth:

Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Venite

Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Psalm 104:25-35, 37

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
in wisdom you have made them all,
the earth is full of your creatures.

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number, *
creatures both small and great.

27 There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan, *
which you have made for the sport of it.

28 All of them look to you *
to give them their food in due season.

29 You give it to them; they gather it; *
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
you take away their breath,
and they die and return to their dust.

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
and so you renew the face of the earth.

32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *
may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
he touches the mountains and they smoke.



34 1 will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
I will praise my God while | have my being.

35 May these words of mine please him; *
I will rejoice in the Lord.

37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
Hallelujah!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in
one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.
Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in
our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of
power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What
does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with
new wine."

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known
to you, and listen to what | say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you
suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel:

“In the last days it will be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days |
will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And | will show
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and
fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' "

Here ends the reading.

13 A Song of Praise Benedictus es, Domine
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.



Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there
are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it
is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another
the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Here ends the reading.

Hymn 512 Come gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove.
1 Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove,

with light and comfort from above;

be thou our guardian, thou our guide,

o'er every thought and step preside.

2 The light of truth to us display,

and make us know and choose thy way;
plant holy fear in every heart,

that we from thee may ne'er depart.

3 Lead us to Christ, the living Way,
nor let us from his prescepts stray;
lead us to holiness, the road

that we must take to dwell with God.

4 Lead us to heav'n, that we may share
fullness of joy for ever there;
lead us to God, our final rest,
to be with him for ever blest.

John 20:19-23

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

Here ends the reading.
Sermon:

Alleluia! Christis risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!



Today is Pentecost Day which comes approximately fifty days
after Easter. You may have also heard it called Whitsunday or White
Sunday which is a common term used in England. | hope you are
wearing red because that is the color for the Holy Spirit which we
celebrate today. We are now finishing with the fifty days of Easter and
will be moving into the Season after Pentecost which is a long season
that takes us to Advent and well into the Fall Season. That season
after Pentecost is the color green.

It is interesting that we have two readings that celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit. Of course, the reading from Acts is the one
we remember most vividly due to the tongues of fire above the heads
of the Apostles and the fact that everyone heard them speaking in their
own native language — not a small feat by any means. Hearing the
scripture read in different languages is always a treat and we can
imagine what the sound may have been like on that particular day in
Jerusalem.

The other reading takes place on the night of Easter itself when
Jesus appeared to the Apostles in the upper room and breathed on them
and said “Receive the Holy Spirit” One story is private and one story
is very public. Which story is true? I don’t think it matters. What
does matter is that the Holy Spirit is present and has been present for
millennia. As we move through the next few weeks and months of the
coronavirus crisis, we will need the Holy Spirit more than ever. As we
pray for discernment on how to re-open businesses and churches
safely, how to open schools, sports and concert venues safely, how to
return to life knowing the virus is still present and dangerous to our
neighbors, we will need that Spirit to guide us. We will need the Spirit
to help us be a calming influence in an anxiety riddled world and a
voice of reason to those who do not believe and would cause chaos to
spread through our communities. We who believe in the Holy Spirit
must show by our actions and speech how to remain civil in a world of
confusion. Come, Holy Spirit, Come.

Alleluial Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluial

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.



Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
thy will be done, your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those as we forgive those
who trespass against us. who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil. and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory,  and the glory are yours,
for ever and ever. Amen. now and for ever. Amen.
Form |

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the
Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God,
and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church
of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Dorsey, our Bishop, and

for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in
authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city of Johnstown, for every city and community, and for
those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of
the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the
wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or
through outer space], let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and
for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the
destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for
all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and
degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without
suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O
Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of St. Mark and of all the saints, let

us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to
Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord our God.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every
race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad
this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it
may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this

day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know
you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend
us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that
we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on
the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within
the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those
who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for
the honor of your Name. Amen.

A General Thanksgiving

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have
done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life,
and for the mystery of love.

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for
the loving care which surrounds us on every side.

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy
and delight us.



We thank you also for those disappointments and failures
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the
truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying,
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all
places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.

Hymn 509 Spirit divine, attend our prayers

1 Spirit divine, attend our prayers,
And make this house thy home;
Descend with all thy gracious powers,
O come, great Spirit, come!

2 Come as the light; to us reveal
Our emptiness and woe,

And lead us in those paths of life
Where-on the righteous go.

3 Come as the fire and purge our hearts
Like sacrificial flame;

Let our whole soul an offering be

To our Redeemer's name.

4 Come as the dove, and spread thy wings,
The wings of peaceful love;

And let thy Church on earth become

Blest as the Church above.

5 Spirit divine, attend our prayers;
Make a lost world thy home;

Descend with all your gracious powers;
O come, great Spirit, come!

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.
Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14



